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Fig. 1. Relevant energy levels of rubidium-85 atoms and the related transitions.
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Fig. 2. Schematic diagram of the experimental setup. ECDL, external-cavity diode laser; DBR, distributed-Bragg-reflector type di-

ode laser; APP, anamorphic prism pairs; ISO, optical isolator; \/2, half-wave plate; PBS, polarization beam splitter cube; HR, high-

reflectivity mirror; NDF, neutral density filter; DM1, two-color mirror (high-transmittance@780-nm, high-reflection@795-nm);
DM2, two-color mirror (high-transmittance@795-nm, high-reflection@780-nm); LB, light barrier; BE, the beam expanding tele-

scope; PD, photodetector; Dump, laser deump; Lock-in, lock-in amplifier; PID, the proportional-integrational-differential amplifier;

SAS, the saturation absorption spectroscopic device; PS, the polarization spectroscopic device; FFT, the Fast-Fourier-Transforma-

tion dynamic signal analyzer.
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Fig. 3. Magnetic resonance signal at different rubidium vapor cells at temperature 40 °C. The magnetogyric ratio of the ¥Rb (F = 3)
is 4.69538 Hz/nT, the static magnetic field is ~8.87 uT, the 795-nm pumping laser beam’s power is ~200 uW, the Gaussian diameter
is ~7.3 mm and the frequency is locked to the ¥®Rb (F = 3)- (F' = 2) transition. Fig.3(a) shows the %Rb + *"Rb vapor cell
filled with 20 Torr of Helium (He) and 10 Torr of Neon (Ne) as the buffer gases, the magnetic resonance signal’s line width(FWHM)
is ~6.1 kHz. Fig.3 (b) shows the %Rb + %Rb vapor cell with paraffin-coating (without the buffer gas), the magnetic resonance sig-

nal’s linewidth (FWHM) is ~3.3 kHz.
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Fig. 4. The magnetic resonance signals at different temper-
atures (27-45 °C): The linewidth (FWHM) of the magnetic
resonance signals are ~2.2 kHz@27 °C, ~2.7 kHz@35 C,
~3.3 kHz@40 °C, and 4.0 kHz@45 °C, respectively.
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Fig. 5. The modulation and demodulation signal of the lock-
in amplifier: the red curve is the demodulated in-phase sig-
nal. The blue curve is the out-of-phase gradient after de-
modulation. The 795-nm pumping laser beam’s power is
~200 uW, the static magnetic field is ~8.87 pT, the Gaussi-
an diameter is ~7.3 mm and the frequency is locked to the
$Rb (F = 3)—(F' = 2) transition line. The linewidth
(FWHM) of the magnetic resonance signal is ~4.0 kHz.
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Fig. 6. At typical frequency of pumping and repumping
laser beam, the variation of linewidth (FWHM) and signal
amplitude of magnetic resonance signal under different

power of pumping and repumping laser beam.
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Fig. 7. The sensitivity of the magnetometer: The calibra-
tion field frequency is 63 Hz and the magnetic field strength
is 4.7 nT: (a) The magnetic field sensitivity in the presence
of pumping laser beam (the frequency is resonant with
(F = 3)-(F' = 2) hyperfine transition line of ¥Rb D,
line with the power of 200 pW); (b) the magnetic field sens-
itivity with the addition of repumping laser beam (the fre-
quency is resonant with (F = 2)— (F' = 3) hyperfine
transition line of Rb D, line with the power of 300 uW).
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Fig. 8. Magnetic field values calibrated by rubidium atomic

magnetic resonance signals.
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Fig. 9. The relationship of the magnetic field measured by fluxgate magnetometer and magnetic resonance signal: (a) The blue and

red dot lines are the comparison of the magnetic field measured by the fluxgate magnetometer and the rubidium atom optical pump

magnetometer; (b) shows the relative deviation of the magnetic field measured by fluxhgate magnetometer compared with magnetic

resonance signal.
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Abstract

For the experimental implementation of an optically pumped atomic magnetometer, the magnetic
resonance signal with a narrow linewidth and a high signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) is required for achieving a high
sensitivity. Using 795-nm laser as both the pumping and the probe laser, we compare the magnetic resonance
signals from different rubidium atomic vapor cells and investigate the variations of magnetic resonance signals
with temperature. Optimized magnetic resonance signal is achieved with a paraffin-coated rubidium atomic
vapor cell. Then the 780-nm laser at rubidium D2 line is introduced as a repumping laser, and we explore the
changes of linewidth and SNR of the magnetic resonance signal under different power of the pumping laser and
the repumping laser. Owing to the 780-nm repumping laser beam, the signal amplitude of rubidium-85 magnetic
resonance signal is improved remarkably because more rubidium-85 atoms are spin- polarized by the 795-nm
pumping laser beam. At the same time, the linewidth of rubidium-85 magnetic resonance signal is roughly not
broadened anymore. We realize a closed-loop optically pumped rubidium-85 atomic magnetometer with a
bandwidth of ~1.2 kHz, and the sensitivity is calibrated to be ~245.5 pT/Hz!/? only with the 795-nm pumping
laser beam. Owing to the employment of the 780-nm repumping laser beam, the sensitivity is improved to be
~26.4 pT/Hz'/? which is improved roughly by one order of magnitude. We also calibrate the measurement
accuracy and deviation of a commercial fluxgate magnetometer by using the enhanced rubidium magnetic

resonance signal.

Keywords: optically pumped rubidium atomic magnetometer, linewidth of magnetic resonance signal, signal-

to-noise ratio, tcounter-pumping light, fluxgate magnetometer’s calibration
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